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the price.1 It was probably the same appreciation of the
public advantage that led the authorities at Worcester
in the fifteenth century to forbid the- tilers to form any
gild, or trade union, to restrain strangers from working
in the city, or to fix a rate of wages.2

The Worcester regulations also ordered that all tiles
should be marked with the maker's sign, so that any
defects in size or quality could be traced to the party
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responsible. Earlier in the same century, in 1425, there
had been many complaints at Colchester of the lack of
uniformity in the size of the tiles made there.3 The
tilers of London, like those of Worcester, had been
declared to be mere labourers and forbidden to form
a gild in 1461,4 but seven years later the good men of
the mistery of tilers successfully petitioned for their

1 Riley, Mem. of London, 309. The monks of Boxley got as
much as IDS. the thousand for some of the tiles from their tilery
this year. Mins. Accts., 1253, no. 13.

8 Toulmin Smith, English Guilds, 399. At Lincoln, on the other
hand, the tilers had formed a gild in 1346, and no tiler not belonging
to the gild might stay in' the town. Ibid., 184.

s  V. C. tt. Essex, ii. 456.                * London Letter 'Booh L., 12.

